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Thoughts from the editor’s dash. 
By Colin Blair 
 
Well, it has been a very busy couple of 
months around here.  First off, Mom has 
decided to sell the place in Rosdale 
(anyone looking for a house with a 
terrific shop in the shadows of Mt. 
Cheam? I’m looking at you Mr. Lang.)  
We’re busy getting the place organized 
and I keep coming across little 
cubbyholes filled with miscellaneous 
Model A bits and pieces.  I’ll be asking 
the resident experts to help identify 
them.  As well, I’m hoping the map with 
all the X’s on it that Dad left is correct. 
 

 

 
As well, we took Kaitlyn to Disneyland 
for the first time at the end of May.  I 
spent two whole weeks telling her that I 
had to go to LA for work and she was 
not a happy camper.  When we got to the 
airport, we told her we were actually 
going to Disneyland.  Talk about a 180 
change in mood!  She was buzzing all 
the way to LA and the drive to the park.  
We got to the park on Sunday about 4 
pm and her eyes were as big as saucers 
and they kept getting bigger and bigger 
and they popped out of her head when 
she saw Cinderella’s castle. 
 

 
 
Happily Kaitlyn is just over 40” tall so 
she is able to go on most of the rides.  
Her favourites ranked as Splash 
mountain (with about a 50 foot drop) 
Space Mountain (a roller coaster in the 
dark with a laser show), Star Tours (a 
Star Wars simulator) and the scariest 
ride that I have every been on – It’s a 
Small World.  Nothing scared her and 
she wanted to do the Drop of Doom and 
the big roller coaster that goes upside 
down but unfortunately (?) she needs to 
be another 8” taller.  I guess that leaves 
something to do next time. 
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While in LA, we also paid a visit to 
SoCal Speedshop for a tour.  The tour 
consisted of Jen, Anna , Kaitlyn and 
myself plus our guide, Eric.  At the start 
of the tour, I mentioned that Dad and I 
had restored two Model A’s but I think 
they hear that quite often.  One of the 
first cars we saw was a 1930 roadster 
hotrod painted the same blue as the 
coupe and even had a tan roof.  Kaitlyn 
said it looked just like Grandpa’s coupe.  
Then she asked if it had a rumble seat.  
When Eric replied that it had a trunk, 
Kaitlyn replied “Well, what good is 
that?”  That floored Eric that a five year 
old knew her vintage cars.  In another 
area of the shop, Kaitlyn spotted a 1955 
Willys wagon and exclaimed “Dad, 
there’s a truck just like your Jeep but in 
better shape!”  Made Eric laugh again.  
When we were leaving we wanted to get 
Kaitlyn a hat but they did not have any 
in her size and Eric went out of his way 
to find on for her.  I highly recommend 
dropping by SoCal Speedshop if you are 
in the neighbourhood. 
 

 
 
All  in all, the trip to LA was a fantastic 
time and we’re already making plans to 
go back again when Anna is older.  We 
packed a lot of things into that short 
week and a couple of us were pretty tired 
by the end. 
 

 
 
Any way, the weather is finally great so 
let’s all get out and put some miles on 
our Model A’s. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Colin 
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Notes from the President 
By Bob Krause 
 
Well, hello to one and all.  We thought 
we had left the hot weather (85-95) 
degree temperature behind in Oklahoma, 
but this weather over the last week has 
certainly been warm as well.  The big 
difference is the weather down there is 
extremely humid, whereas up here of 
course it’s drier. 
 
The journey to Oklahoma (2100 miles 
each way) was very interesting seeing all 
the different scenery along the way, but 
very arduous and long in the tooth at 
times, just pounding out the miles. 
 
We were based out of Cheyenne, 
Oklahoma and from there traveled to 
Lawton, Oklahoma City, Guthrie, Tulsa, 
Bartlesville, Ponca City and back to 
Cheyenne over eleven days / 900 miles.  
The remaining three days we spent on 
the ranch around the Cheyenne area and 
we went on day trips as well as being 
involved in ranching activities.  We even 
got to feed some buffalo, quite the 
experience.  So, we’re back home again 
and ready to carry on with a variety of 
chores, projects, camping and Model A 
activities. 
Just a reminder the MAFCA 
International Meet hosted by the Lions 
Gate club is less than a month away 
now, with activities starting on Sunday, 
August 1/10 and wrapping up with the 
banquet on Friday, August 6/10.  As I’ve 
mentioned before, for those who haven’t 
been to one of these meets before, it’s a 
great opportunity to meet a lot of 
friendly people who are interested in the 
same hobby you’re interested in, see a 
lot of different Model A cars you might 
not have seen to date and generally 
enjoy yourselves.  So, don’t be bashful, 

if you haven’t registered yet, it’s not too 
late to get out there and enjoy 
yourselves. 
 
Be sure to mark your calendars for 
Saturday, August 21st as that’s the date 
of the PMAC Annual picnic and we’d 
like to see as many members and their 
cars out as possible. 
 

 
 
Summertime always passes by so 
quickly!  It just seems to pick up weather 
wise and before you turn around we’re 
half way through summer looking at the 
calendar knowing that mid September 
and poorer weather is not far away.   
So, you need to get out there and enjoy 
your car as much as possible, it’s great 
therapy and fun too!!! 
 
Till next time, be safe and happy 
ModelAing.   
 
Regards/Bob & Marilynn K. 
 
 
 
From the History Pages 
From 
http://www.saratogaspeedway.bc.ca 
 
First and foremost, Saratoga Speedway 
is a family entertainment facility, our 
aim is to provide good clean safe fun at a 
reasonable price to our audience and our 
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participants. For the 2010 season, we 
have 11 different classes of oval track 
cars scheduled, as well as drag racing, 
special events, monster trucks, 
motorcycles and auto cross slalom 
racing. We ensure the racing is kept fair 
and clean with a state of the art 
computerized scoring system that uses 
transponders mounted on every race 
vehicle, and a team of dedicated race 
officials who love the sport. Our track is 
a paved 3/8th mile D shaped oval, with a 
banked first and second corner, 1/16th 
mile drag strip, and a 5/8th mile 
extended course for motorcycles and 
slalom events. As a family entertainment 
facility we do not permit any 
consumption of alcohol, and we have a 
large designated no smoking zone in the 
stands. Our concessions serve a full 
selection of food, hot drinks (we even 
have a cappuccino bar), ice cream, and 
Coca-Cola products. 
  

 
 
What we Race  
 
Bomber Cars: Usually an older Camaro 
or similar using a 305 or 350 small block 
engine with limited modifications. Track 
record is 17.650 seconds. 

 

 
 
Crash to Pass: Older full sized North 
American made cars with heavy re-
enforcing and powerful engines Track 
record is 17.937 seconds. 
 

 
 
Figure 8 Cars: Small 4 cylinder cars 
with moderate re-enforcing, they run in a 
figure 8 pattern around two large tires 
placed on the front straightaway. Track 
record is 10.199 seconds. 
 

 
 
Modifides: Purpose built open wheel 
race cars, the frame and chassis is 
usually fabricated, and the body is sheet 
metal. Track Record is 15.887 seconds. 
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Hornet Cars: Small inexpensive 4 
cylinder cars with minimal modifications 
of any kind, must be at least partially 
yellow. This is our entry level division. 
Track record is 18.754 seconds. 
 

 
 
Roadrunners: Inexpensive 8 cylinder 
cars with minimal modifications of any 
kind.. This is an entry level division. 
 

 
Old Timers: Original steel bodied cars 
from the 20s, 30s, and 40s, with modern 
suspension and performance 
enhancements Track record is 16.319 
seconds. 

 
 
Dwarf Cars: Purpose built race cars 
with sheet metal bodies patterned after 
cars of the 20's, 30's and 40's, they use 
full sized tires and a large motorcycle 
engine. 
 

 
 
Late Models: Purpose built race cars 
with extensive modifications and a 
fiberglass body. Track record is 15.360 
seconds.  
 

 
 
WilRoc Sprints: Purpose built race cars 
using alcohol fuel, slick tires, and 
extensive performance improving 
modifications. Track record is 12.510 
seconds. 
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WilRoc Lites: Similar to WilRoc 
Sprints, but with less modifications and 
no wings. 
 

 
 
 
How to Keep Your Babbitt Cool 
By Dick Mace, courtesy of the Enduring 
A’s. 
 
There were three articles written almost 
six years ago dedicated to the methods 
of keeping your rod and main bearings 
from knocking.   
 
First and foremost you must have your 
rods and mains adjusted properly.  It is 
recommended that the oil pan be 
dropped periodically (this could vary 
depending on use between 15 to 30 
thousand miles and the bearings be 
inspected and adjusted to between .002 
and .003 inch clearance using Plastigage.  
The bearings must be properly adjusted 
to keep the Babbitt cool.  Once loud 
knocking occurs, none of the subsequent 
methods will help.  
 
The second article involves using quality 
oil and changing it frequently.  Henry 

Ford recommends changing the motor 
oil every 500 miles.  Of course that was 
back in the days of many miles of dirt 
roads, no air filters and a lower quality 
of oil.  Your own comfort level will fall 
between 500 and 1000 miles depending 
on whether you’ve adapted an oil filter 
and what type of driving you do.  Less 
frequent or short trips would encourage 
me to change the oil at less than 500 
miles, whereas highway/tour miles 
allows a longer change frequency.   
Every time the engine is started and not 
warmed up to full operating temperature, 
condensation will occur which will 
contaminate your oil…sometimes 
turning it milky.  This is not good for 
bearings.  I’m sure there is an oil expert 
out there that could confirm that 
contaminates will contain acids that 
attack Babbitt.  Even with increasing oil 
prices, it is still the best insurance for 
maintaining a healthy engine by 
frequently changing the oil on a regular 
schedule and avoiding the severe 
expense of a new engine.   Also, we 
want to mention that proper oil level is 
very critical to maintaining cool Babbitt.  
Sometimes the guy that lifts his hood at 
every stop on the tour is given a bad 
time for the habit…but it’s a great habit, 
because he is probably checking his oil 
level and doing a preventative 
maintenance check of his engine 
compartment…fan belt, wires, water 
pump leaks, oil leaks, anything that 
appears out of place or unusual.    
 
In the next article we discuss the affects 
of excess engine speed and excess 
engine hat.  Remember, the first article 
addressed that Babbitt bearings must 
first be periodically checked and 
adjusted.   
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The third articles dedicated to the 
methods of keeping your rod and main 
bearings from knocking involves how 
you drive your car.  This dependable car 
was designed to be driven on roads that 
were not flat or level, there were no 
freeways, and many times the roads 
were dirt or unimproved.  So, usually, 
excess speed was not a choice or 
necessary.  The Model A seems to work 
smoothly and dependably at about 40-45 
miles per hour.  Sure you may have a 
differential that is different, but the 
standard rear end will enable you to 
travel all day, safely with cool bearings, 
at 45 miles per hour.  When going up hill 
and it s necessary to down shift to 
second gear, it is not recommended that 
you travel any faster than 25 to 30 miles 
per hour. 
 
Many Model A’ers that tour frequently 
have invested in an overdrive 
transmission that allows them to reduce 
the engine speed but also allows 
increased vehicle speed.  A great 
combination for modern highway 
touring is to have an overdrive and a 
higher compression head.  This gives 
you the chance to be less of a hindrance 
to other motorists by going too slow on 
the highway because you’ve got a little 
more power and you’re not beating the 
crap out of your Babbitt bearings.  I 
must note here that a 5.9 to one 
compression ration is acceptable, but a 

7.0 to one ration head will definitely 
begin to give you problems and probably 
melt your Babbitt.  Also, if you are 
traveling to hill country, the overdrive 
enables you to drop to second in 
overdrive, again proving speed and 
momentum yet keeping the RPM’s of 
your engine down.  The major point here 
is to keep your RPM’s down.  Anything 
in excess will cause your Babbitt to melt, 
or knock. 
 
Another factor sometimes overlooked is 
the operating temperature of the engine.  
A fully functioning cooling system with 
a thermostat will aid in keeping the 
Babbitt cool.  Much of the oil circulating 
through the engine will, at times, pool in 
the valve lifter chamber.  This area is 
just below the exhaust manifold and is 
right next to the water jacket which 
surrounds the cylinders.  If the cooling 
system is always close to the boiling 
point, then your oil is going to the mains 
and rod bearings already hot.  A cooling 
system maintained with a 160 degree 
thermostat is much better than on that is 
close to 210 degrees or more. 
 
Tours, Parades and Events 
By Mike Breed 
 
Hello to everyone. May was the 
beginning of a busy Model "A" summer. 
On May 16th President Bob hosted our 
monthly tour starting with breakfast at 
Denny's. That was followed by a drive 
down to Richmond through the tunnel to 
Ladner and Westham Island and ending 
up with a tour of an old heritage home in 
Ladner, the Kirkland House, a 
restoration still in progress. We ended 
the day with another fish lunch at 
Sharkey's in Ladner. Thank you Bob for 
a well run tour. 
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On May 22 we attended the Cloverdale 
Parade. We had a good turnout with 6 
cars and the weather was nice. It was 
especially nice to have Jean Blair and 
her granddaughter Kaitlin joining us. 
 

 
 
On May 24th we had another good 
turnout for the Fort Langley Parade. Bob 
Krause drove the Langley Senior 
Citizens of the Year while Noel 
Cleveland drove two princesses and 
Mike Breed drove the Queen Mother. 
We got First Place in our category but 
unfortunately the organizers lost the 
ribbon so we didn't get it. Thank you to 
the rest of the club for their support in 
these parades. 
 
On May 29th I had the pleasure of 
driving the dignitaries on to the parade 
ground for the Air Cadets Annual 
Inspection Day in Abbotsford.  The 
weather did not cooperate. It was 
pouring rain so the cadets placed a tent 

over the car so the dignitaries didn't get 
soaked getting in. 
 
June 6th was Model "A" Sunday in the 
park, an event hosted by the Central 
Fraser Valley Chapter of the V.C.C. for 
Model "A"s. There were approximately 
22 cars.  
 
June 20th was Old Car Sunday in the 
Park. We had over 1100 cars registered 
and good public support in spite of a 
cloudy day. A big thank you has to go 
out to all the volunteers, without you we 
could not hold the show. Thanks to all of 
you club members and individuals for 
helping to make our show the success 
that it was. The numbers are not in yet 
but it was good. 
 

 
 
On June 26th the Totem A+T club 
hosted their annual Barn Dance at the 
PMAC clubhouse. The turnout was poor, 
however those that came enjoyed good 
food, a good band and a good time. 
Thanks must go to Eric Phillips for all 
his effort in the catering dept, not to 
forget the work done by the rest of the 
organizing group. Thanks for a fun 
night. 
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On July 1st, Canada Day, we started out 
with breakfast at Denny's followed by a 
run down Berry Road, 208th Street, to 
the Langley Speedway site. We put in a 
few laps before parking on the infield for 
a show and shine hosted by Jellybean 
Hotrods & Customs. There were lots of 
door prizes as well as creeper races. It 
was a fun day reminiscing about the old 
speedway and looking at lots of old 
pictures. 
 

 
 
Again thanks for your support in these 
events and for the future. 
  
Mike Breed 
   
Upcoming events include: 
  
July 15 - Tour to Tucker's Tin Farm 
July 16-17 - Club run to Lillooet 
July 31 - Torchlight Parade 
 

August 1-6 -Lion's Gate International 
Meet 
August 21 - Club Picnic 
August 22 - Hougen Park Picnic 
 
Sept 26 – International Model A Day 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at some 
of these events. 
 
Thanks 
Mike Breed 
 
A Big Thanks! 
 
Queen Elizabeth High School passes 
along their thanks for helping support 
their Dry Grad. 
 
Needs and Leads 
Don’t forget to check out the needs and 
Leads on the website! 
 
Jim Wong is looking for a driver’s side 
AR splash apron and NOS starter 
brushes.  He is also looking for a 1931 
Fordor door skins for a friend. 
 
Dave Waters is looking for a good used 
exhaust manifold for his 1929 Model A. 
 
Gordon Hill is looking for a Canadian 
valve stem. 
 
Noel Cleveland is looking for any Model 
A accessories. 
 
Ken Baldwin has a lead on eight 29-31 
fenders. 
 
Buzz Brescoll of Bloomfield Hills, MI is 
selling his 1931 Model A Tudor Sedan.    
He is asking $10 000 or best offer and 
can be contacted at 248-388-0698 or 
BuzzBrescoll@gmail.com 
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Kevin Penner is looking for original 
Champion 3X Canada Spark plugs 
,wheel stem hardware (Dill or Schrader) 
and other rare CDN parts, will pay top 
dollar, these are so hard to find.  Can 
also trade a few goodies.   
Kevin. phone 403-248-8575 collect. 
 
Generators:  Re-built 1928 Powerhouse 
Style Model A Ford Generators for sale 
on an exchange or core charge basis.  
(Dependent upon our inventory) 5 and 
3 brush, side and top mount, Cdn. and 
US style models. All units have been 
completely disassembled and rebuilt as 
required. All previously used armatures 
have been growler tested, and after re-
assembly each generator has been tested 
for maximum amperage output before 
being pre-set to a 6 to 8 amp operating 
range. Generator cutout is not included. 
Prices: $ 235.00 per unit w/ used field 
coils and $ 285.00 per unit w/ new field 
coils. All pricing based on location – 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada. Terms – Cash 
or Money order accompanying the trade-
in unit. A core charge option may be 
available should you not have a trade-in 
unit, please contact us for details. Cores 
must include a reusable armature. USA 
or Cdn. funds accepted at par. All 
incoming units must be shipped pre-paid 
and all outgoing units will be shipped 
COD via the same carrier. Purchaser is 
responsible for all shipping and handling 
costs, including insurance. To preclude 
the shipping of incorrect types, all 
units shipped will be of the same type 
and or model as the trade-in 
received unless the buyer specifically 
arranges otherwise in advance.  
Arrangements can also be made for local 
pick up. Contact – Dan  
Adams (403-238-9616) or Murray 
Walkemeyer at (403-809-5277) for 
further details and availability.  

 
PMAC has baseball caps with the club 
logo for $15.00 and Model A restoration 
tip videos for sale too.  Just ask Noel, 
our overworked Librarian! 
 
Garage Tours 
 
Let’s meet one of our newest members 
and our current Assistant Technical 
Direcotr, Wayne Wolchuk.  Wayne is 
quite new to the Model A hobby having 
purchased his unrestored 1928 Model A 
Tudor in 2008.  Model A bug struck as 
he considers a Model A to just be a real 
classy car and he always wanted to own 
one.   
 
His first car was a 1950 Ford two door 
coupe and the car that he once owned 
and wishes he still did was his little 1964 
Ford Falcon with a 289. 
 
He joined the Pacific Model A Club in 
2008 for all the extensive knowledge for 
restoring a Model A.  Wayne truly 
believes that the most useful tool for 
restoring a Model is an oxy-acetylene 
torch for removing the many stubborn 
nuts and bolts.  However, the most 
unique tool in his garage is the wooden 
spoke maker given to him by his dad. 
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If Wayne could own any Model A it 
would be a 1931 Roadster with a rumble 
seat.  To Wayne, the best thing about 
owning a Model A is their rarity and the 
looks you get while driving down the 
road.  Since Wayne is knee deep in the 
restoration of his Tudor, he has made no 
plans for his next project. 
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 For the Funny Bone 
Courtesy of the Noel Cleveland and the 
World Wide Web 
 
The old priest lay dying in the hospital.  
For years he had faithfully served the 
people of British Columbia. 
 
He motioned for his nurse to come near.  
"Yes, Father?" said the nurse. "I would 
really like to see Gordon Campbell and 
Colin Hansen before I die," whispered 
the Priest. 
  
"I'll see what I can do, Father," replied 
the nurse. The nurse sent the request to 
the Premier's office and waited for a 
response.  
 
Soon the word arrived that the Premier 
and Finance Minister, devoted Christians 
both, were delighted to visit the Priest.  
As they went to the hospital, Gordon 
commented to Colin "I don't know why 
the old Priest wants to see us but it will 
certainly help our images and might 
even get us some favorable publicity for 
our HST Deal." 

  
Colin agreed that it was a good thing.  
When they arrived at the Priest's room, 
the Priest took Gordon's hand in his right 
hand and Colin's hand in his left. There 
was silence and a look of serenity on the 
old Priest's face. 
  
Finally Gordon Campbell spoke. 
"Father, of all the people you could have 
chosen, why did you choose us to be 
with you as you near the end?"  
The old Priest slowly replied, "I have 
always tried to pattern my life after our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 
 
"Amen," said Gordon. "Amen," said 
Colin.  
 
The old Priest continued, "Jesus died 
between two thieves. I would like to do 
the same!" 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


