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Ladies and gentlemen, start your engines!
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Thoughts from the editor’s dash 
By Colin Blair 
 
Well, I gave the roadster a pretty good 
work-out at the February run and the 
radiator held up great, it is amazing what 
proper cooling can do for you! 
 
It was great to see so many cars out for 
that terrific tour organized by Mike; 
from Delta, out the back roads to 
Aldergrove and the Johnson car 
collection. I noticed that our group of 
Model A’s certainly got our share of 
thumbs up from everyone else on the 
road. There were also some great stories 
about the cars provided by Terry 
Johnson and our own Dave Waters and 
seeing a Model A that drove from 
Peking to Paris was something else! 
 

 
 
I am still working out a few bugs with 
the roadster; right now it is the odometer 

and it is pretty hard to participate with 
the Million Miles Challenge when the 
odometer is stuck at 999 miles! Gordon 
Hill is helping me out with the repairs 
and it is pretty strange to drive without a 
speedometer but I know I am doing the 
speed limit as everyone else is passing 
me. 
 

 
 
Once the odometer is fixed I am going to 
do the stake sides and the wind wings for 
the roadster. Over the weekend I was 
out to Mom’s and I replaced the 
ammeter and installed a bushing for the 
fan the Coupe. The Coupe took a few 
turns to get started but once she fired, 
she purred along quite happily. 
 
Notes from the President 
By Bob Krause 
 
Well, HELLOOOO to all you PMAC 
members. Hope you enjoyed that barn 
burner of a hockey game yesterday, and 
now it’s time to bid farewell to our 
Olympic guests, until March 12-21/10, 
when our next group of athletes and 
guests arrive for the Paralympics. What 
a great time to showcase Vancouver and 
all it attributes as we approach daylight 
savings on March 14th and the 
beginning 
of spring on March 20th. We spent a bit 
of time in downtown Vancouver during 
the Olympics and it was just 
unbelievable the atmosphere of 
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excitement and friendship between all 
the foreign visitors and citizens of our 
city and province. Great experience, 
once in a lifetime! 
 
I’d like to compliment the members 
who’ve been making the extra effort 
over the last couple of months to get 
their cars out and enjoy the touring 
drives coordinated by Mike Breed our 
tour coordinator. On the January run we 
had eight (8) Model A’s and two (2) 
modern cars (19 folks) out to enjoy a 
great run on the north side of the river. 
The February run was even better with 
twelve (12) Model A’s out and a 
leisurely drive meandering through 
South Surrey and South Langley, with a 
great pit stop at the Johnston car 
collection in the Langley/Aldergrove 
area. What a terrific collection and talk 
about a garage, that’s really some garage 
alright!!! So, we’ve now had 2/3’s of 
the current running cars in the club out 
on tour and I’d like to see the rest of you 
make a concerted effort to come out on 
our monthly tours, so that we can 
continue to build up our mileage for the 
MAFCA Million Mile Challenge, but 
more importantly to get out and enjoy 
your cars and the fellowship with the 
other club members and their spouses. 
 
I have my car back on the road now, so 
I’m a very happy camper, after being 
unable to enjoy the Model A touring in 
our Victoria for sometime now. 
Remember, for those not yet mobile, if 
you need a hand with something or 
you’ve run into a problem, let us know 
and we’ll see if we can assist you with 
sorting it out. 
 

 
 
The first week of August may seem 
distant at this point in time, but the 
registration for the MAFCA 
International Meet here in Vancouver 
during August 1-6/10 is apparently 
filling up quickly, so those intending on 
attending the meet should get their 
applications in quickly. 
 
Remember to bring your recorded 
mileage to the meetings on a monthly 
basis and get out and enjoy driving your 
car, especially on those sunny days. 
There’s nothing quite like rambling 
down the country roads in the valley 
when the weathers great and the car’s 
just humming along at a purr! 
 
Till next time, be safe and happy 
ModelAing!! Regards/Bob & Marilynn 
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From the History Pages 
(http://www.pekingparis.com/pp2007/ex 
tra1.html) 
 
The Peking to Paris Motor Challenge 
1907. Since we saw one of the cars that 
commemorated the 100th anniversary of 
this race, I thought you might like to 
know some more history of the 1907 
Peking to Paris rally. I highly 
recommend checking out the above 
website for some terrific photos and 
more information on the Peking to Paris 
Challenge. 
 

 
 
· Five cars set out in 1907 – Prince 
Borghese was the best organised, 
bestfunded, 
and was the favourite from the 
outset. He specially commissioned a 
seven-litre grand-prix Itala engine to be 
de-tuned, and dropped into a truck 
chassis, with the lightest, simplest 
bodywork. 
 
· Floorboards were ripped up and 
experimented with as mud-guards. “One 
day, all cars will have mud-guards like 
us.” Be grateful Prince Borghese’s 
design seen here in the hotel courtyard in 
Peking failed to catch on... 
 
· What do you do for money? The crews 
all carried bars of silver, and just shaved 
off a lump when bartering and haggling 

for supplies. 
 
· A wooden wheel was made en-route 
by a local blacksmith, and rescued the 
Itala....punctures were few and far 
between, with no roads they saw few 
horse and carts, so nails from horseshoes 
were less of a problem... 
 
· Fuel was organised in 
advance....Charles Goddard blagged 
some off Prince Borghese, but knew as 
he muttered his gratitude that his rival 
had not spared him enough.... 
 
· A new endurance speed record for 
non-stop driving for 24 hours 
singlehanded 
was set up by Charles Goddard 
in the Dutch Spyker, in a desperate bid 
to make up lost time after a magneto 
failed....his drive was not equalled until 
the advent of Le Mans many years later. 
 
· Goddard didn’t know how to drive a 
car when he first read of the great race, 
picking up a newspaper blowing in the 
breeze while working in Paris as a 
Circus ground-worker hammering in a 
tent-peg, he spotted the announcement in 
Le Matin and vowed he would change 
his life, find the money somehow, learn 
to drive, find a manufacturer to lend him 
a car....and drive to victory. 
 
· The first “tyre war” between Michelin 
and Pirelli centred on the Peking to Paris 
of 1907. Pirelli sponsored Prince 
Borghese’s Itala, and one tyre survived 
the whole trip and then out of Paris to 
Pirelli’s Milan factory without a 
puncture...Michellin supported Goddard, 
who flogged off some of the tyres to pay 
for the shipping to China...Dunlop came 
third supporting the De-Dions. 
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· There were no marshals or officials. 
The person who went to Peking to flag 
away the cars caught the ship back to 
Paris and arrived in time to flag them 
across the finish line. 
 
· Positions were decided by drivers 
sending telegrams from Telegraph relay-
stations. One telegraph operator 
announced that the drivers were the first 
customers he had seen since he opened – 
and he had waited to seven years to send 
his first telegram. He needed to be 
shown how to send morse-code by the 
drivers... and as he couldn’t understand 
the language, sent the message back to 
front, starting from the bottom right 
hand side of the page. 
 
· Crews slept under their cars, and 
emerged in the morning covered in 
oildrips. 
Only the three wheeler Contal 
driven by Pons, father of a girl who was 
to become a famous opera singer, failed 
to survive the course – the remains of the 
car are still in the Gobi Desert...trying to 
drive a wicker-basket with three wheels 
to Paris nearly cost him his life. 
 
· The Itala survived several river 
crossings in Siberia and the disaster of 
falling backwards through the planks of 
a bridge into a ravine. The engine never 
missed a beat... preparation is 
everything. 
 
· Promising to pay for the shipping out 
of his winnings, Goddard talked his 
passage onto a slow boat to China. 
Upgrading himself from third-class to 
first, he hoisted a piano onto the top 
deck and earned his lst-class ticket by 
playing the piano to passengers. 
 
· After persuading Spyker to build a 

Dutch car for a Dutch driver set on 
winning, Charles Goddard then secretly 
sought some driving lessons....he had 
never even as much as sat behind the 
steering wheel of a motor-car before 
seeking out his sponsor. 
 
· Today, the Itala is in the Italian Motor 
Museum at Turin, and has been restored 
by Fiat. The second placed Spyker is in 
the Dutch museum, and has never been 
restored. The two cars have not stood 
side-by-side since 1907. 
 
· The Itala was painted red for the race. 
After display at an American 
motorshow, 
the car was dropped in the harbour 
while being unloaded. It was then 
painted battleship grey – the nearest 
paint can to hand, as nobody else painted 
cars red. But because of Prince 
Borghese’s big win, Italy adopted red as 
its racing colour - and always worn by 
Ferrari Grand Prix cars to this day. 
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Tours, Parades and Events 
By Mike Breed 
 
Hi everybody, 
 
As we had a report in January there are 
only two events to report on. 
On January 24th, 15 people met at 
Denny's restaurant on Scott Road at 8:30 
for breakfast. Upon leaving the 
restaurant we travelled down Scott Rd. 
over the Pattullo Bridge and through 
Coquitlam, Port Moody, Port Coquitlam 
and over the Pitt River Bridge to Maple 
Ridge. There we stopped for a garage 
tour of Farrell and Susan White's shop. 
Farrell has almost completed a 
wonderful restoration on a 1928 Special 
Coupe. We look forward to having them 
join us in the near future. Thanks go to 
Sue and Farrell for their open house. 
From Maple Ridge we travelled over 
Dewdney Trunk Road out to the Mission 
Springs Pub & Restaurant for lunch 
followed by a leisurely drive over the 
Mission Bridge back to Langley, Surrey 
and home. 
 

 
 
On February 21st we had 21 club 
members and 2 guests, Vern and 
Merrilyn Morelli, meet at Denny's for 
breakfast. Due to Olympic activities it 
was decided to travel east again. This 
was a first run for our new members, 
Maureen and Ron Towell, driving their 
Model A for the first time. Also 

President Bob was trying out his newly 
rebuilt engine. A route using back roads 
through Surrey and Langley took us out 
to the Terry Johnson shop in Aldergrove. 
Here you will find one of the finest 
collections of vintage and classic 
automobiles and memorabilia around. 
Thanks go to Terry for his wonderful 
hospitality. We then went to the White 
Spot in Aldergrove for lunch with 
everyone making their own way home 
from there. 
 

 
 
I thank you all for your support in these 
events. It was exceptionally pleasing to 
have so many of you participate. Thank 
you, I look forward to seeing you at 
future events. 
 
Mike Breed 
 
Upcoming events include: 
March 21 - Alan Baker run will leave 
U.B.C. Golf Club at 5185 University 
Blvd. at 11am. For those wishing to 
travel to U.B.C. together, we will meet 
at Ricky's in Cloverdale at 8am for 
breakfast. 
 
March 13-14 - Puyallup Swap Meet 
 
April 4th - Easter Parade in New West 
followed by an open house at Lily & Jim 
Wong's home in Burnaby. 
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April 9-10 - Portland Swap Meet 
 
April 18th - Golden Ears Swap Meet in 
Haney 
 
April 23-25 - B.C. Classic & Custom 
Car Show at the Tradex 
 
April ?? - Club Run TBA. 
 
May 2nd - D.W.Poppy High School 
Show & Shine 
 
May 15-16 - Monroe Swap Meet 
May 28-29 - Coastal Swap Meet at the 
Tradex 
 
And Don't Forget: 
 
May 22nd - Cloverdale Rodeo Parade 
 
May 24th - Fort Langley Parade 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at some 
of these events. 
Thanks 
Mike Breed 
Needs and Leads 
Jim Wong is looking for a driver’s side 
AR splash apron and NOS starter 
brushes. 
 
Dave Waters is looking for a good used 
exhaust manifold for his 1929 Model A. 
 
Peter Eglinton is looking for a front 
fender and a Model B water pump. 
 
Gordon Hill is looking for a Canadian 
valve stem. 
 
Kevin Penner is looking for original 
Champion 3X Canada Spark plugs 
,wheel stem hardware (Dill or Schrader) 
and other rare CDN parts, will pay top 
dollar, these are so hard to find. Can 

also trade a few goodies. Thank 
you Kevin. phone 403-248-8575 collect. 
 
Generators: Re-built 1928 Powerhouse 
Style Model A Ford Generators for sale 
on an exchange or core charge basis. 
(Dependent upon our inventory) 5 and 
3 brush, side and top mount, Cdn. and 
US style models. All units have been 
completely disassembled and rebuilt as 
required. All previously used armatures 
have been growler tested, and after 
reassembly each generator has been 
tested for maximum amperage output 
before being pre-set to a 6 to 8 amp 
operating range. Generator cutout is not 
included. 
Prices: $ 235.00 per unit w/ used field 
coils and $ 285.00 per unit w/ new field 
coils. 
Terms – Cash or Money order 
accompanying the trade-in unit. A core 
charge option may be available should 
you not have a trade-in unit, please 
contact us for details. Cores must 
include a reusable armature. USA 
or Cdn. funds accepted at par. All 
incoming units must be shipped pre-paid 
and all outgoing units will be shipped 
COD via the same carrier. Purchaser is 
responsible for all shipping and handling 
costs, including insurance. To preclude 
the shipping of incorrect types, all 
units shipped will be of the same type 
and or model as the trade-in 
received unless the buyer specifically 
arranges otherwise in advance. 
Arrangements can also be made for local 
pick up. Contact – Dan 
Adams (403-238-9616) or Murray 
Walkemeyer at (403-809-5277 
 
PMAC has baseball caps with the club 
logo for $15.00 and Model A restoration 
tip videos for sale too. Just ask Noel, 
our overworked Librarian! 
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Garage Tours 
By Colin Blair 
 
Please feel free to introduce yourself to 
Evan Cox, our new Sargeant-at-arms. 
Evan purchased his 1930 Roadster as an 
older restoration in 2000 because of his 
fascination with older cars. 
 

 
 
Evan’s first car as a 1954 2 door hard 
top and he still wishes he had never sold 
his 1932 3-window coupe. 
 
He joined PMAC in January of 2003 
because he was looking for like minded 
people who enjoying having fun with 
their Model A’s. As far as Evan is 
concerned, if he could have any Model 
A, it wouldn’t matter, any Model A 
would be just fine. 
 
As many of us know from last month’s 
excellent tech session, Evan’s next 
project will be putting a five speed into 
his roadster to make it a little more 
comfortable for cruising. He knows 
very little history of his car but looks 
forward to seeing the members out and 
about in their Model A’s. 
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For the Funny Bone 
Courtesy of the World Wide Web and 
thanks to Noel Cleveland 
 
Outside England 's Bristol Zoo there is a 
parking lot for 150 cars and 8 buses. For 
25 years, its parking fees were managed 
by a very pleasant attendant. The fees 
were 1 lb for cars ($1.40), 5 lb for 
busses (about $7). 
 

 
 
Then, one day, after 25 solid years of 
never missing a day of work, he just 
didn't show up; so the Zoo Management 
called the City Council and asked it 
to send them another parking agent. 
 
The Council did some research and 
replied that the parking lot was the Zoo's 
own responsibility. The Zoo advised the 
Council that the attendant was 
a City employee. The City Council 
responded that the lot attendant 
had never been on the City payroll. 
 
Meanwhile, sitting in his villa 
somewhere on the coast of Spain 
(or some such scenario), is a man who'd 
apparently had a ticket machine 
installed completely on his own; and 
then had simply begun to show up every 
day, commencing to collect and keep the 

parking fees, estimated at about 
$560 per day -- for 25 years. Assuming 7 
days a week, this amounts to just over $7 
million dollars! 
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Take the Ford Mechanic’s School Exam from April, 1928 
Courtesy of the Enduring A’s 
 
In 1928 the Twin Cities Branch of the Ford Motor Company in Minnesota conducted a 
course for certain employees of dealers of the Model A. A copy of this test was found by 
Sharyl Ferrall of Chickaloon, Alaska, in the papers of her father (F.C. Ruckaschel of 
Postville Iowa) Taken from the Model A Preserver. 
 
Take the test below and see how you do: 
 
1) Maximum speed of the Model A motor 
2) Weight of crankshaft 
3) Length of camshaft 
4) Describe the cooling system 
5) Lifting capacity of water pump 
6) Lifting capacity of oil pump 
7) Describe the oiling system 
8) What size tires are on a Model A 
9) What size tires are on a Model AA 
10) What type rear axle does Model A have 
11) What type of generator does a Model A have 
12) What size main bearing 
13) What size connecting rod bearings 
14) What size camshaft bearings 
15) What is the turning radius of a Model A 
16) What is the turning radius of a Model AA 
17) What is the wheelbase of a Model A 
18) What is the wheelbase of a Model AA 
19) What is the proper clearance between piston and cylinders 
20) Give proper gap for piston rings 
21) Give proper gap between push rods and valves 
22) How many zerk fittings on a Model A 
23) How much grease in transmission 
24) How much grease in rear axle 
25) What is cylinder bore 
26) What is piston stroke 
27) Total braking surface of a Model A 
28) What degree camber on front wheels 
29) What is given toe-in on Model A 
30) Give number of driving discs in clutch 
31) Give compression pressure of clutch springs Model A 
32) Give compression pressure of clutch springs Model AA 
33) What is proper gap for breaking points 
34) Tension of camshaft plunger spring 
35) Tension of valve springs 
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36) What is the weight of the flywheel 
37) How many leaves in Model A front spring 
38) How are Houdailles installed 
39) What is the wall pressure of piston rings 
40) Length of rear main bearing on crankshaft 
41) Length of rear main Babbitt bearing 
42) Clearance between connecting rod and piston pin 
43) What is clearance (backlash) of timing gears 
44) Weight of piston and rod assembly 
45) What is width of valve seat (point of contact) 
46) What is diameter of valve stem 
47) How many roller bearings in transmission 
48) How many ball bearings in transmission 
49) What is final gear ratio of Model A 
 
Answers 
 
1) 2800 RPM 
2) 28 lbs 
3) 21-1/16 inches 
4) Thermo siphon and centrifugal pump 
5) 5 gal per minute at 900 RPM 
6) 9 pts per minute at 750 RPM 
7) pump, gravity and splash 
8) 30 x 4.5 front and rear 
9) 30 x 5 front, 32x6 rear 
10) three quarter floating 
11) powerhouse or dynamo type 
12) 1-5/8 inches 
13) 1-1/2 inches 
14) 1-9/16 inches 
15) 17 feet 
16) 21 feet 
17) 103-1/2 inches 
18) 131-1/2 inches 
19) loose on 0.002, tight on 0.004 
20) top 0.011-0.013, centre 0.009-0.011, 
bottom 0.007-0.009 
21) 0.014 
22) 35 
23) 1 qt of 600 wt 
24) 1 qt of 600 wt 
25) 7/8 of an inch 
26) 4-1/4 inches 
27) 168 sq inches 
28) 7 degrees 

29) 3/16 of an inch 
30) 4 
31) 394 lbs 
32) 454 lbs 
33) 0.015 to 0.018 
34) 24-28 lbs 
35) 34-38 lbs 
36) 67 lbs 
37) 10 
38) CW on RF & LR; AC on LF & RR 
39) 12 lbs 
40) 2.999 
41) 2.994 
42) 0.022 each side or 0.044 total 
43) 0.003 
44) 2 lbs and 13 ounces 
45) 3/32 inches 
46) 5/16 inches 
47) 3 
48) 2 
49) 3.7 to 1 


