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Thoughts from the editor’s

dash
By Colin Blair

Well, I missed the AGM due to the
stomach flue, | barely had the energy to
make it to the phone and call Mike to let
him know that | was not going to make
it. Then of course, the February
meeting was in the middle of our trip to
Mexico to visit Jen’s parents. It has
been a while but | think | can remember
how to drive a Model A.

Anyway, the trip to Mexico fully
replenished the vitamin D in my system
as we spent most of the time at the
beach and in the water. While
technically cool for Mexico, it was only in
the low 20’s or low 70’s for those that
understand Fahrenheit. During our stay
we spotted several older cars, mostly
trucks from the late 50’s or early 60’s but
nothing as old or as nice as a Model A.

Now that we're back, we've re-adjusted
to the temperature difference and even
enjoyed the snow. This past weekend,
the weather was fantastic and like the
first robin of spring, saw some classic
cars out for test drives. That got me to

thinking that | need to get the Model A’s
out of hibernation and ready to go for
the spring. The Coupe is still in White
Rock so that was an easy start but then
on Sunday we were out at Mom’s and |
fired up the Roadster and it was good to
hear the engines purring.

Now | am completely in the mood for
some cruising in the old cars and ready
for Swap meet season! Coincidentally,
this starts this weekend down in
Puyallup for me!

Cheers, Colin

Notes from the President
By Bob Krause

| guess that | have set a bit of a trend
with all my talk of trips to Mexico. Bob,
our illustrious president of jetted off the
warmer climate of Mexico to brave the
Chupacabras (Mexican Sasquatch) in
search of the lost city of L'A Ledom
which is rumoured to contain the
remains of many Model A cars, trucks
and parts! We hope that Bob will have
many tales to tell on his return!




From the History Pages
Courtesy of the World Wide Web and
thanks to Farrell White

C.H. Wills -1878-1940

Looking through web-sites, or surfing
the net as it is called, never lacks in
surprises. Google “Henry Ford” and
you'll be amazed at the information out
there at your disposal. One such
search, led me to a name unfamiliar to
me, and that was Childe Harold Wills.

It turns out he had a lot to do with
Henry's ladies as he was employed by
Henry in 1902 first as a draftsman, chief
designer in 1903 then as a metallurgist
and one site credits him with the
promotion of Vanadium steel in autos
and pioneer of Molybdenum steel alloys.
These steels went on to be the leading
materials in Ford's automobile
production.

C.H. Wills it seems was a bit of a
perfectionist and there is some
speculation his ego often banged into
Henry's, especially over the Model T, so
he left the Ford Company in 1919 to
design his own automobiles, but before
he left he also designed the famous
Ford logo still in use on all Fords today.

So, feeling his creativity restricted, he
cashed in his Ford Stock for approx 1.5
million and set off on his own (taking a
few good Ford folks with him) and
founded the C.H.Wills and Co.

He announced he would start production
of the Wills Sainte Claire, a futuristic
automobile using state of the art
engineering concepts and materials. An
admirer of the flocks of migrating
Canada geese, he chose as his emblem
the Canada or grey goose.

Wills St. Claire Northern Goose logo

This was the radiator badge used on the
new cars.

Looking at this goose | had the feeling |
had seen this logo before, but for the life
of me, | could not remember where. |
knew though, that it had been close to
me in some earlier time, | copied the
photo and finished reading the web-site
on C.H. Wills.



During the First World War, demand
spurred the rapid development of a
large, low-grade molybdenite deposit
being mined by a new company called
The Climax Molybdenum Co. They did
well during the War but when the conflict
ended, so did demand and mine was
closed.

Come 1920 the president of the mining
company, Brainerd Phillipson, was
sitting on a huge stockpile of the metal
ore but no market for it. He soon sold
the entire pile to Mr. Wills for “next to
nothing”

In the spring of 1921 the first Wills
Sainte Claire Model A-68 rolled off the
line in Marysville Michigan, almost every
component subject to stress was made
of Molybdenum steel. This included the
crankshaft, connecting rods, cam shaft,
transmission gears, drive shaft, springs,
front axle, steering knuckles and wheels.

The resulting car was “Pure Luxury”
equipped with an overhead-cam V-8
producing 67 Hp @ 2700 rpm, came in
three standard colors, and was priced at
$3,000.00 ( a fairly steep amount after
the War)

The car did not do well for a few reasons
beyond its price. The length and weight
of the vehicle (3,115 Ibs.), a lack of
marketing, and the post war depression
to name a few.

By Nov. 22 the Wills Co was $8 million
in debt and forced into receivership.

In 1923 the Company was refinanced
and production resumed introducing a
new 6 cyl. engine, (T-6) Touring, and
Roadster models. In August of 1926,
Driver L.B. Miller set a transcontinental
record from San Francisco to New York
City in 83 hours 12 min. using a stock T-
6 Roadster.

This Time around, Mr. Wills punched up
the marketing and made the

Molybdenum steel a prominent part of
the advertising. Promising “Advanced
Metallurgical Durability” the new Wills
Sainte Claire was promoted as the- Mo-
lyb-den-um Car... just to make it easier
for folks to pronounce.

It was about this time the Association of
Automotive Engineers formally accepted
moly steels as standard alloys for
production. Still the car was too
expensive and Mr. Wills had a nasty
habit of interrupting production to
implement every conceivable
improvement and or testing and
redesign.

The Company did not survive the
recession of 1926 and was forced to
liquidate the following year after
producing some 12,000 vehicles.

In 1933, C.H. Wills joined the Chrysler
Co. as a metallurgical consultant and
later that year Chrysler purchased the
former Wills Sainte Claire Factory.

On Dec. 30™ 1940 Harold Wills, auto
engineer and visionary passed away.

A couple of years after reading about all
this, | was cleaning up a closet at home
and came across a box full of my
treasures or what the wife refers to as
“Junk”

| came across a belt buckle collection |
had amassed sometime in the 70’s-80.
This was about the same time my
Father was restoring his beloved farm
truck a 1930 CC P/U. These buckles



came from all over the place, as | would
pick them up in my motorcycle travels,
and swap meets etc.

Searching through this box brought back
memories but | did not foresee the link
to the Wills Sainte Claire Automobile
until | picked up this:

Now | knew where | had seen this logo
before! | must have worn this buckle for
ten years and never realized its
connection the C.H. Wills or Henry Ford.

Some one had the idea to fancy the
swirl pattern up, and glued the Northern
Goose right on top! | have no idea
where | acquired this buckle, but right
next to it you can find this one:

Both designed By C.H. Wills

If you are ever in the Michigan area
there is a Museum dedicated to Wills
Sainte Claire Autos:

Wills Sainte Claire Automobile Museum
2408 Wills ST. Marysville, Ml 48040

A Model A Driving Challenge

www.365daysofa.com

This is the daily journal or blog of
Jonathon Klinger and he is spending
one full year driving a 1930 Model A as
his daily driver so he can finally tell his
grandpa he’s not so tough. So far he
has had some very interesting
experiences and learned quite a bit
about driving a Model A.

| have added a link to his site from our
website as well.

Upcoming Events

March 12 Model A Estate Garage sale
at the home of Randy Hone, 34798
Skyline Drive, Abbotsford. 9 am No
Early Sales Please

March 13 Baker Run. Leaving 10:30
am from the A&W 200th St, Langley.

April 1-3  Portland Swap Meet

April 17  Haney Swap Meet

April 24  Easter Parade, New West
followed by an open house at Jim
Wong's for club members

May 1 Poppy High School Show and
Shine

May 1 Antigue Engine and Tractor
Swap Meet Duncan BC

May 14-15 Monroe Swap Meet



May 21  Cloverdale Rodeo Parade
May 23  Fort Langley Parade

May 27-28 Coastal Swap Meet Tradex,
Abbotsford

June 4  Hats Off Day North Burnaby
June 5 Model A Sunday Fort
Langley

June 18 KMS Tools Show and Shine
June 19 Old Car Sunday in the Park
June 27- July 1 National Meet San
Diego

July 1 Canada Day TBA
July 21 Hougen Park Picnic

August 1-6 Regional Meet Wilsonville,
Oregon
August 28 Club Picnic

Sept 5 Old & New Days Fort

Langley

Sept 10 Langley Good Times Cruise
In

Sept 11 Peace Arch Hospital Show
and Shine

Sept 11 Langley Speedway Reunion
Sept 11 Langley Cruise In Swap

Meet And Car Corral
October loco Days Date TBA

Nov 6 Kruise For Kids

Needs and Leads
Don't forget to check out the needs and
Leads on the website!

Richard Gaska has New Model “A”
Trunks for sale for the chrome luggage
rack. 13"x34" base, 19" tall. Complete
with inside sliding tray, nickel plated
hardware and leather handles. $450.00

Gordon Hill is looking for a Canadian
valve stem.

Noel Cleveland is looking for any Model
A accessories. He is currently on the
hunt for the original instructions for a
Model A sportlight.

Ken Baldwin has a lead on eight 29-31
fenders.

Buzz Brescoll of Bloomfield Hills, Ml is
selling his 1931 Model A Tudor Sedan.
He is asking $10 000 or best offer and
can be contacted at 248-388-0698 or
BuzzBrescoll@gmail.com

Kevin Penner is looking for original
Champion 3X Canada Spark plugs
,wheel stem hardware (Dill or Schrader)
and other rare CDN parts, will pay top
dollar, these are so hard to find. Can
also trade a few goodies.

Kevin. ahoogakev@gmail.com or phone
403-248-8575 collect.

Generators: Re-built 1928 Powerhouse
Style Model A Ford Generators for sale
on an exchange or core charge basis.
(Dependent upon our inventory) 5 and
3 brush, side and top mount, Cdn. and
US style models. All units have been
completely disassembled and rebuilt as
required. All previously used armatures
have been growler tested, and after re-
assembly each generator has
been tested for maximum amperage
output before being pre-set to a 6 to 8
amp operating range. Generator cutout
is not included. Prices: $ 235.00 per unit
w/ used field coils and $ 285.00 per unit
w/ new field coils. All pricing based on
location — Calgary, Alberta, Canada.
Terms — Cash or Money order
accompanying the trade-in unit. A core



charge option may be available should
you not have a trade-in unit, please
contact us for details. Cores must
include a reusable armature. USA or
Cdn. funds accepted at par. All incoming
units must be shipped pre-paid and all
outgoing units will be shipped COD
viathe same carrier. Purchaser is
responsible for all shipping and handling
costs, including insurance. To preclude
the shipping of incorrect types, all
units shipped will be of the same type
and or model as the trade-in
received unless the buyer specifically
arranges otherwise in advance.
Arrangements can also be made for
local pick up. Contact — Dan

Adams (403-238-9616) or Murray
Walkemeyer at (403-809-5277) for
further details and availability.

PMAC has baseball caps with the club
logo for $15.00 and Model A restoration
tip videos for sale too. Just ask Noel,
our overworked Librarian!

Garage Tours
By Colin Blair

| usually have Mr. Model A has my
January victim for garage tours but | had
already done an article on Charlie but
digging through the archives, | found
that it had been published way back in
2008 so | figured why not republish?
Anyway, this month we are going to visit
with Mr Model A, Charlie Bridle.

Charlie currently owns a 1929 Tudor
that is much closer to being a Model A
now then when he purchased it, it also
happens to be the very first car he
bought. It was purchased on October 8,
1974 from MS Motor Sales, 235 Main
Street, Winnipeg (a Jag Dealer near the
corner of Portage and Main in
Winnipeg). The car was an older,
amateur restoration that started first
time, had no problem keeping up with
city traffic and stopped on a dime

although the horn had a mind of its own
when you turned the wheel. The
headlights did not work - nothing that a
pair of flashlights taped to the headlight
bar couldn't fix.

The reason he got interested in Model
A’'s was his senior high school
geography/history teacher drove a
yellow Tudor to school in the spring and
fall and he wanted a car just like that.
He drove the car just around Winnipeg —
it was his daily driver while attending the
University of Winnipeg in 1974 and
1975. He had to take the car off the
road after failing a mandatory safety
inspection.

Charlie joined PMAC after attending the
required 4 meetings for new applicants
at Shannon Hall (he believes) on the
Cloverdale Fair Grounds and was
placed on a waiting list as membership
was capped at that time. He did not
hear from the club for some time and
had given up hope. Then out of the blue
his sponsors (Mort and Tom) called
inquiring if “I was still interested in
joining the Pacific Model A Club”? They
gave him the instructions to get to the
new club house from Tsawassen but all
he recalls was “go east on 28" Avenue
until you come to a long grey fence on
the left side of the road”. He does not
remember the year but it was shortly
after PMAC moved into the current club
house. He joined to learn more about
the mechanics of Henry's Lady and to
get his Model A past a safety inspection
so he could get it back on the road.

He has received a lot of assistance from
the Pacific Model A membership in
helping restore his Model A.

After sitting on blocks for several years
in Winnipeg and then in Boundary Bay,
the PMAC Flying-Squad made a few
house calls to get the ol’ engine running,
redo the brakes, add a parking brake,
and get the new tires on. Charlie recalls



that when the engine was fired up for
the first time an excessive amount of
debris from the muffler mysteriously
landed on all the plants over wintering in
the garage behind the Model A. It took
him the better part of the afternoon to
tidy things up.

Near the end of July 2008, his Model A
was transported to Mike's shop where
work continues to get his car back on
the road. The goal is to have a safe and
reliable Model A.

To Charlie, the best part of owning a
Model A is the thrill of arriving at your
destination without being nominated for
a Bad Luck trophy!

Charlie recounts a brief history of his
Model A:

“In the summer of 1974 someone traded
in a Model A for a Jag.”

“l purchased my Model A on October 8,
1974 from MS Motor Sales, 235 Main
Street, Winnipeg (a Jag Dealer near the
corner of Portage and Main in
Winnipeg)”

“April 18, 1975
replacement battery.”

purchased a
“At some point | replaced the Bendix
spring.”

“October 30, 1975 failed a mandatory
safety inspection decreed by the

Manitoba provincial government of the
day as a way to get older vehicles off
the roads. The car was in the same
shape as the day | drove it off the
dealer’'s lot. | even had the “Safe Motor
Vehicle Dealer's Certificate” indicating
“at the time of delivery the motor vehicle
was in safe condition to be operated on
the highway and it and its equipment is
in compliance with the Act and the
regulations made thereunder”. To this
day | have no idea which Act the
Certificate refers to as the car did not
have a parking brake and the lights and
horn did not work! “

“From November 1975 to the fall of 1994
my Model A was stored in a neighbour’s
garage in Winnipeg. In 1994, my
parents shipped the car on a CN train
out to the west coast out of fear the
neighbour would sell her home and my
car along with it.”

“In the fall of 1994, after surviving the
train trip and then a ride on the back of a
flatbed truck, my Model A was
unceremoniously pushed into our
garage in Boundary Bay and placed
back up on blocks.”

“After a few visits from the PMAC Flying-
Squad, the Model A took a quick tour of
the neighbourhood and | had a brief
opportunity to relearn the shifting
pattern.”



If all goes well, Charlie will finish the
Tudor and start on his next project which
he hopes will be a Town Car or a Deluxe
delivery.

It is amazing what you can learn when
you ask the right questions and our
members have plenty of stories to tell!

Food for Thought

Staying with the Mexican theme, | dug
up a recipe for Arrachera which is
essentially a Skirt or flank steak
marinated and grilled. Marinating
makes the steak extremely tender. We
have tried Arrachera several times at
several different restaurants and have
never been disappointed. Here is a
recipe that | came across in our travels:

1 Ib. skirt steak

1 tablespoon garlic, finely minced
1 tablespoon olive ail

1 tablespoon lime juice

1/4 teaspoon ground cumin

salt

(To make a Yucatecan version, mix
together 1 teaspoon orange juice and 1
teaspoon white vinegar (or use 2
teaspoons sour orange juice). Stir in 1
teaspoon achiote paste until it dissolves.
Add to the marinade ingredients above.

Mix together the garlic, olive oil, lime
juice, cumin, and salt, (and achiote mix if
using). Place steaks in a shallow pan,
rub in marinade, cover, and refrigerate
overnight.

Prepare a hot grill and grill steaks to
desired doneness.

Thinly slice across the grain, and serve
with warm tortillas, salsa, guacamole,
grilled onions, etc.



For the Funny Bone
Courtesy of the World Wide Web

The Power of a Badge......

A DEA officer stops at a ranch in South
Dakota, and talks with an old rancher.
He tells the rancher, "I need to inspect
your ranch for illegally grown drugs."
The rancher says, "Okay, but do not go
in that field over there," as he points out
the location.

The DEA officer verbally explodes
saying, "Mister, | have the authority of
the Federal Government with me."
Reaching into his rear pants pocket, he
removes his badge and proudly displays
it to the rancher. "See this badge? This
badge means | am allowed to go
wherever | wish, on any land. No
questions asked or answers given.
Have | made myself clear? Do you
understand? "

The rancher nods politely, apologizes,
and goes about his chores.

A short time later, the old rancher hears
loud screams and sees the DEA officer
running for his life chased by the
rancher's big Santa Gertrudis bull......

With every step the bull is gaining
ground on the officer, and it seems likely
that he'll get gored before he reaches
safety. The officer is clearly terrified.
The rancher throws down his tools, runs
to the fence and yells at the top of his

"Your badge!
BADGE!"

Show

him  your



