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Thoughts from the editor’s dash.
By Colin Blair

Well, it has been a very hectic couple of
months in our household. As many of
you know Version 2.0 is now Anna
Eleanor and she arrived on September
15" and is a very loud baby girl
weighing in at 6 Ibs, 12 ounces. Kailtyn
was very happy to have a baby sister as
her confirmed by her exclamation “It's
pink! | always wanted a baby sister!”

Then on October ", Brian's twins
decided that they wanted to join the fun
so they came 12 weeks early! Nancy
and Brian were flown to Victoria to give
birth to Chloe and Sophia. Three weeks
later and they are now in Abbotsford and
are expected to come home in time for
Christmas. Mom went from one
granddaughter to four within two and a
half weeks! And to make things more
interesting for Mom, she and two of her
sisters went to Hong Kong and China for
three weeks just a week after the twins
were born. Needless to say that my

brother and | were bombarded with e-
mails looking for updates on the babies.

Now on to the Model A news. Started
out on the Pumpkin run with the club
and noticed that a bit of steam was
coming out from the rad cap. By the
time we got to the pumpkin patch, there
was A LOT of steam coming out from
the rad cap. The group gathered around
the truck and it looks like | have the
same problem as Bob did on the
Kelowna run with a plugged rad. The
top hose was extremely hot to the touch
while the lower hose was cold. You
could even feel the difference from
holding your hand in front of the rad. |
guess it is time to pull the hood and
everything else so | can get the rad out

and fixed before the next run
(Cloverdale Christmas Parade). 1t is a
good thing there are so many
knowledgeable and helpful club
members!

Cheers,

Colin

Notes from the President
By Bob Krause

Bob is missing in action this month but
promises a lengthy article for the next
newsletter.



From the History Pages
Fromwww.missionraceway.com

(all text and photos copyright Mission
Raceway)

Continuing with some local race

history...

Contrary to popular belief, hot rods,
custom cars, street racing and drag
racing are not recent phenomenon's.
Back in the late 1940's and early 50's
Street Rods and Customs were just as
popular as they are now and street racing
was just as wrong.

In fact street racing was of such great
concern to the Vancouver Police
Department that they got together with a
group of local "Hot Rodders" to try and
resolve the problem.

As a result the idea of a hot rod club was
conceived by founding member Bob
Phinney. Thanks to Bob, other original
members, plus Allan Rossiter and Bernie
Smith of the Vancouver Police
Department the club became a reality.

To the best of our knowledge the
B.C.C.C.Ais the oldest rod & custom

car club in Canada. Originally formed in
the late 1951, many names for the club
were tossed around such as the B.C. Hot
Rod Association and the Vancouver Hot
Rod Association. However, as negative

connotations then surrounded the words
"Hot Rods", the B.C. Custom Car
Association was chosen as a more
appropriate name. On January 25, 1952
the club held it's first "official" meeting
and elected Bob Scott as President,
Charlie (Chuck) Robinson as Vice
President and Bob Phinney as Secretary /
Treasurer. A few months later Chuck
Robinson would take over as President
for the balance of the term. On
December 9, 1952, the club became
registered as a non-profit association and
incorporated under the Society Act of
British Columbia.

From a small group of enthusiasts the
club's membership to over 300 with
more than 200 rod and custom cars as
well as 11 drag race vehicles by 1954.
Although the club has gravitated more
toward the drag racing end of the
spectrum since the 1960's (when
B.C.C.C.A. built the original Mission
Raceway), its heritage originated with
the rod and custom enthusiasts.

Back in the early days it was quite a
sight to attend one of the club's frequent
"Reliability Runs" and see anywhere
from 150 to 200 cars lined up - nearly all
of them rods or customs! In those days
not many cars had fancy paint jobs. The
paint of choice was either light or dark
gray primer. It was even noted in a 50's
U.S. magazine article that most of the
B.C.C.C.A. cars had no fenders and
were painted grey primer. A simple case
of function before beauty.



In the late 1952 the club hosted what is
believed to be Canada's first Rod &
Custom Show. The show eventually
became know as the Pacific International
Motorama and ran as an annual event
until 1973. The show rights were then
sold to an independent promoter so the
club could concentrate its efforts on their
drag strip's operation.

In another first the B.C.C.C.A. hosted
the first organized drag racing in Canada
in 1952 at the Abbotsford Airport. Here
they ran on a regular basis until 1957
when the Royal Canadian Air Force took
over the facility. There were numerous
outstanding cars and many featured in
U.S. rod and custom magazines. During
the 1950's the club banked every dollar
made at the Abbotsford drag races, car
shows, seat belt drives, and many other
events to raise money for a permanent
drag strip.

Then in 1959, after much work by many
dedicated individuals, the club
purchased property in Mission, B.C.
After years of work on the property,
Mission Raceway became a reality with
the first drag races run on August 26th,
1965. Even though the facility initially
lacked bleachers, guard rails, fencing
and operated with an old single lane
timer, it was a great success.

The following year guard rails were
installed, then came Chrondek Timers, a
Christmas tree, fencing, bleachers,
washrooms, concessions and a proper pit
area. Mission Raceway became known
internationally for its outstanding

traction and good air.

The track received N.H.R.A. sanctioning
in 1966 and in 1967 hosted its first
N.H.R.A. World Championship Series
race. Over the years more National
records were set at the Mission Raceway
than any other track, and, at one time
held both the Top Fuel & Funny Car
National Records!

Another motorsports activity was added
to the Mission site in 1973. A Motocross
track was built at the back of the south
spectator area when local riders were left
with no racing facilities by the closure of
two local motocross sites. Hosting
several national events, the track became
very popular and received even more
publicity than the drag strip. Over the
next five years both the drag strip and
the motocross track prospered and
received numerous awards.

A dark era in B.C.C.C.A.'s history and
drag racing in BC began in 1978 with
the District of Mission wishing to
establish an industrial park on the track's
site. After much negotiations an
agreement was reached where a new,
larger and more versatile piece of
property was sold to the club. Located
closer to the river and further from town,
the new site would be more accessible
with the proposed new highway and
lessen the noise problems which plagued
the old track. The only problem was that
the new property was quite low and
required considerable filling to flood-
proof it. The deal with the district hinged



on the Provincial Government's
agreement to help fund the track's
relocation. With assurances of
Government support from the local
M.L.A. and a key Cabinet Minister the
deal went through. The new drag strip
facility was expected to be built and
operational in a year's time. However,
the promises of funding were broken and
after 26 years of hard work and
dedication the B.C.C.C.A. found they
had no place to race.

After years of negotiations, disputes,
meeting and lobbying, the Ombudsman's
office finally agreed to investigate. Their
final report proved the Provincial
Government had indeed failed to follow
through on their promises and
commitments. Faced with this negative
report of their involvement, the
Government agreed to honour their
original commitment with the necessary
funding. Just when work on the new
track had began, another obstacle
appeared halting construction when the
City of Mission tried to rezone the
property and make the track non-
conforming.

To make a long story short, with
financial help from companies, car clubs
and individuals the B.C.C.C.A.
challenged the City of Mission's decision
in the Supreme Court of B.C. and won.
The project was resumed with the
Court's blessing and the City of
Mission's co-operation. Mission
Raceway Park opened its new drag
racing facilities March 14th, 1992.

In the years prior to their victory in court
the Mission Raceway Park site was not
idle. Many other forms of Motorsports
competed at the facility including: drag
boat races, off road races, mini sprint

races and motocross racing (still here).
More recently the sport of road racing
has been added under the direction of the
Sport Car Club of B.C.

Since completion in 1992 the drag racing
facility has flourished: it was awarded a
National Open by NHRA in 1993 (which
was a great success in spite of a federal
Government ban a lead gasoline - since
removed); in the same year it received
The Most Improved Track award at the
Division 6 Awards Banquet; was given a
Winston Drag Racing Series race in
1994 which has turned into an annual
event; and has been presented with the
Track of the Year Award for 1994, 1995,
1996 and 1997. However, none of these
accomplishments could have happened
without the overwhelming support and
effort by members, staff and the racers.

From a small group of local 'Hot
Rodders' the B.C. Custom Car
Association has become an integral part
of B.C.'s and Canada's automotive and
racing history.



Tours, Parades and Events
By Mike Breed

Hi Folks,

This is a brief report on the last events of
our summer Model A season.

September 11-12-13 was the Langley
Cruise-In weekend. On Friday night
there was a cruise through Langley to
the Twilight Drive-In with

approximately 250 cars. Cruise In day
on Saturday filled the streets of Langley
and Douglas Park. There was a good
showing of Model A's in Douglas Park.
On Sunday there was a swap meet at
Kwantlen College with lots of vendors
and bargains for everybody. That
afternoon there was a show and shine at
Peace Arch Hospital with a good number
of club Model A's in attendance. Thanks.

Saturday, September 26th was
International Model A Day. It was a
dissappointing turn out with only three
cars taking a run up to Cultus Lake.

On October 3rd Queen Elizabeth High
School hosted a car wash to raise money
for dry grad. There were several Model
A's on display.

October 4th was the day for the annual
loco Ghost Town Days. Again not a
good showing with only two Model A's
in attendance.

On October 25th we started the day with
breakfast at Denny's Restaurant followed
by a run out to Albert Anderson's
Pumpkin Patch. Thanks to Albert, the
Model A's had free admission.

The annual Kruise For Kids took place
on November 1st. We had breakfast at

White Spot followed by a cruise from
Guildford to Langley Civic Center. The
event raised $14,000 cash and a
truckload of toys for the kids. Thanks to
all, especially the organizing commitee.

Don't forget our annual Christmas Party
at 7p.m. on December 8th at Venetis
Restaurant.

There will also be a New Years Day run.
TBA later.

Thanks again to those that participated.
Mike Breed

Upcoming Events

December 6 — Cloverdale Christmas
Parade

December 8 — PMAC Christmas Party
Jan 1, 2010 — New Year's Run

Jan 12, 2010 - PMAC AGM



Needs and Leads
Don't forget to check out the needs and
Leads on the website!

Jim Wong is looking for a driver’s side
AR splash apron and NOS starter
brushes.

Dave Waters is looking for a good used
exhaust manifold fro his 1929 Model A.

Casey Van Gool has five 21" rims for
sale.

Mary Baerg of Chilliwack has a 1931
Ford Model A Tudor for sale . $14,000
or best offer. 604-794-9844

Larry Jones of Blaine WA has a restored
1931 Model A Pick-up for sale.
maryellen_jones@fuhsd.org

Peter Eglinton is looking for a front
fender and a Model B water pump.

Kevin Penner is looking for original

Champion 3X Canada Spark plugs
,wheel stem hardware (Dill or Schrader)
and other rare CDN parts, will pay top
dollar, these are so hard to find. Can
also trade a few goodies. Thank
you Kevin. phone 403-248-8575 collect.

PMAC has baseball caps with the club
logo for $15.00

Garage Tours
By Colin Blair

This time around, let's meet Dave

Waters who has owned a total of five
Model A’s including a 1930 Coach, a
1929 Sedan Delivery and still owns a
1928 Coach, a 1929 Roadster and a 1931
Deluxe Sedan. The '28 Coach is a mint
original with shiny original paint, the 29

roadster is a 10 year old restoration and
the '31 Sedan is a good original car.

He purchased his first Model A in 1967
which had been painted and had a rebuilt
engine for only $265 — Wouldn’t we like
to find that price again? Dave got
interested in Model A’s because they are
easy to work on and he loves the sound
and their ease of driving.

Dave’s first car was a 1953 Nash
Statesman Sedan and he wishes he still
owned his 1924 Maxwell roadster. AS
for Model A’s, if he could own any
Model A, it would be a Town car.

He joined PMAC a bunch of years ago
because it is filled with like-minded car

guys.

According to Dave, the most useful tool
for restoring a Model A is a brake
adjusting tool while the most unique tool
in his garage is his 1915 Model T band
adjusting tool.

Dave’s furthest trip in his Model A was
to Prince George and back. His next
planned project is to work the bugs out
of his 1929 roadster. At least he knows
where to get help when he needs it!



Model A Safety Checklist
Courtesy of Les Andrews

Body
1. Doors close and latch securely
Yes No
2. Safety glass installed in all
windows
Yes No
3. Rear view mirror installed

Yes No

Engine

4. Carburetor — no leaks
Yes No

5. All gas lines — free of leaks
Yes No

6. Gas gauge — no leaks
Yes No

7. Approved type of gas lines
installed
Yes No

8. Wiring free of bare areas and
properly routed
Yes No

9. Fuse installed between starter
connection and terminal box
connection
Yes No

10.Fan hub and blades — free of
defects
Yes No

11.General condition of engine
compartment — neat and orderly
Yes No

12. Air filter/spark arrestor installed
on carburetor
Yes No

13. Throttle linkage — no bends and
returns freely

Yes No
14.Exhaust system — no leaks
Yes No

Wheels

15. All lug nuts properly tightened —
64 ft-lbs
Yes No

16.Tire pressure — 34 psi
Yes No

17.Tire condition — acceptable tread,
no breaks
Yes No

18. All 4 shocks installed and
working
Yes No

19.No front wheel shimmy

Yes No

Lights

20.High beam and low beam
operational
Yes No

21.Tail-lights and stop lights
operational
Yes No

22.Directional indicators operational

Yes No

Steering
23.Tie-rod correctly installed and
tightened. No excessive wear
and properly lubricated

Yes No
24.No excessive play in steering
wheel (2" maximum)

Yes No



Brakes

25.Properly adjusted on all four
wheels
Yes No

26.Emergency brake properly
adjusted
Yes No

27.Brake pedal travel properly
adjusted
Yes No

28.Brake rods and clevis pins
correct with cotter pins

Yes No

Miscellaneous
29. Seat belts installed

Yes No
30.Tool kit and flashlight in vehicle
Yes No

31.Registration and insurance
papers in vehicle
Yes No

32.Horn and windshield wiper
operational

Yes No



33.For the Funny Bone
Courtesy of the World Wide
Web

Six retired Irishmen were playing poker
in O'Leary's apartment when Paddy
Murphy loses $500 on a single hand,
clutches his chest, and drops dead at the
table. Showing respect for their fallen
brother, the other five continue playing
standing up.

Michael O'Conner looks around and
asks, "Oh, me boys, someone got's to tell
Paddy's wife. Who will it be?" They

draw straws. Paul Gallagher picks the
short one. They tell him to be discreet,
be gentle, don't make a bad situation any
worse. "Discreet??? I'm the most
discreet Irishmen you'll ever meet.
Discretion is me middle name. Leave it
to me.”

Gallagher goes over to Murphy's house
and knocks on the door. Mrs. Murphy
answers, and asks what he wants.
Gallagher declares, "Your husband just
lost $500, and is afraid to come home."
"Tell him to drop dead!" says Murphy's
wife..

"“I'll go tell him." says Gallagher.

kkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkhkkkkkk

An Irishman who had a little too much to
drink is driving home from the city one

night and, of course, his car is weaving
violently all over the road.

A cop pulls him over. "So," says the cop
to the driver, "where have ya been?"

"Why, I've been to the pub of course,"
slurs the drunk.

"Well," says the cop, "it looks like
you've had quite a few to drink this
evening."

"l did all right,” the drunk says with a
smile.

"Did you know," says the cop, standing
straight, and folding his arms across his
chest, "that a few intersections back,
your wife fell out of your car?"

"Oh, thank heavens,” sighs the drunk.
"for a minute there, | thought I'd gone
deaf."

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkx

Mary Clancy goes up to Father O'Grady
after his Sunday morning service, and
she's in tears

He says, "So what's bothering you, Mary
my dear?"

She says, "Oh, Father, I've got terrible
news. My husband passed away last
night."

The priest says, "Oh, Mary, that's
terrible. Tell me, Mary, did he have any
last requests?”

She says, "That he did, Father."
The priest says, "What did he ask,
Mary?"

She says, "He said, 'Please Mary, put
down that damn gun...”

10



