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Thoughts from the editor’s 
dash 
By Colin Blair 
 
Well, fall has arrived and I think that I 
blinked and missed summer!  I don’t 
think that I am the only one.  Family life 
really got in the way of driving the Model 
A this summer although we did manage 
to get out to the Barn Dance with the 
Totem A & T club and I spent most of 
the night dancing with two beautiful girls.  
Of course, all in attendance soon 
realized that I have no sense of rhythm 
or style. 
 

 
 
We did manage to decorate the truck in 
time for the White Rock Torch Light 
parade and it was as good as ever and 
now Kaitlyn is starting to recognize her 
classmates in the crowd.  A couple of 
large bears waving from the pickup box 
seemed to be a hit with the crowd and 
so were the famous Model A horns.  
This is one parade that everyone should 
get out and experience. 
 

 
 
Unfortunately, we ended up missing the 
Club picnic but with Jen’s grandfather 
turning 90 I hope that all is forgiven. 
 
As August turned into September, I had 
been spending pretty much every 
weekend cleaning out Mom’s house and 
the shop so that it would sell and then I 
would not be in panic mode to clear it 
out.  Good theory but it did not work in 
practice.  Anyway. The house and shop 
in Chilliwack are gone and through 
several dozen trips of truck and trailer, 
everything was moved out.  I’m actually 
amazed at what was all in the house 
and shop for car parts, tools and who 
knows what.  I still have a couple of 
items that need identification.  However, 
it is done and Mom is settling into her 
new home and it should require a lot 
less work which will mean more time to 
sit and visit. 
 
The Coupe was moved and when we 
drove up the driveway, all the 
neighbours came out to look.  One even 
offered to be her personal chauffeur, 
provided he gets to drive the Model A.  I 
have always said that you need to be 
extroverted to drive a Model A! 
 
Anyway, it is now fall, Mom is moved 
and I should have more time for working 
on and driving the Model A.  Hopefully 
there are a couple of more sunny days 
to come; especially the Kruise for Kids 
coming up in November. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Notes from the President  
By Bob Krause 
 
The PMAC president has been heard 
from but not seen, so if found, please 
return him to our clubhouse with an 
article or two for the next newsletter! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
From the History Pages 
Courtesy of  
http://www.carpictures.com/Bugatti/Bres
cia-Type-22-Roadster-73-Years-at-the-
Bottom-of-a-Swiss-Lake-Video-1925-
10AAA332400504 
 
The gist is this, the owner didn't want to 
pay taxes on his 1925 Bugatti Brescia 
Type 22 when it was 11 years old so the 
car had to be destroyed. To do so, it 
was pushed into the lake, but a chain 
was attached to the car for future 
recovery. Over time, the chain rusted 
and broke and the Bugatti slipped into 
deeper waters. It was lost, until re-
discovered in 1967, but was only raised 
from the depths in 2008. Cool story. 
Good basis for a future documentary.  
 

 

Over the course of the past few months, 
the car offered here has become one of 
the most celebrated of all Bugattis, 
having lain submerged beneath the 
waters of Lake Maggiore in Switzerland 
for more than 70 years. The 
whereabouts of the sunken Bugatti had 
been known to the local sub aqua club 
for many years but in February 2008 a 
tragedy occurred that would eventually 
lead to its retrieval. On the 1st of that 
month, Damiano Tamagni was attacked 
by three youths and beaten so severely 
that he later died from his injuries. 
Damiano and his father Maurizio were 
both members of the local sub aqua club 
in Ascona (Centro Sport Subacquei 
Salvataggio Ascona, CSSS) and it was 
decided to raise the Bugatti and use the 
funds from its sale to further the work of 
a charity set up in Damiano's name, 
'Fondazione Damiano Tamagi', which 
seeks to address the issue of juvenile 
violence.  
 
But how did the Bugatti come to be in 
Lake Maggiore in the first place? 
Subsequent research has uncovered 
much of its history. On the 11th April 
1925, chassis number '2461' was 
registered in Nancy, France in the name 
of Georges Paiva, 49 Rue des 
Dominicains with the number '8843 N 5'. 
A small brass plate found on the car 
after its removal from the lake bears the 
name 'Georges Nielly, 48 Rue Nollet, 
Paris' but the registration plate is only 
partly legible, the last digits being 'RE 1'. 



 

This registration was issued in Paris 
between May and June 1930, which 
perhaps indicates that Georges Nielly 
bought the car earlier in 1930 at Nancy 
and had it registered in Paris in his 
name. These French registration plates 
have remained on the Bugatti ever 
since.  
 
The Bugatti chassis number plate is 
missing, as is the enamel Bugatti 
radiator badge. Apart from that, all the 
relevant numbers are to be found in their 
usual places. The chassis number '2461' 
is on the round boss, located on the 
right front engine bearer (on the side of 
the exhaust manifold and steering-box) 
while the engine number '879' is visible 
on the little round boss, located on top in 
the middle of the cam box, as well as at 
the front face of the lower crankcase, 
next to the water pump.  

 
 
The gearbox bears the number '964' at 
the back as well as the usual place on 
the cover. The rear axle has no number, 
which is normal for a Bugatti Brescia, 
but the ratio is stamped on the central 
casing and reads '12 x 45'. The radiator 
is made by Chausson, as indicated on a 
plate just above the cranking handle, 
while the two rear spring carriers still 
bear the little brass plates with 'EB, 
Bugatti, Molsheim (Alsace)' on them.  
 
Contrary to the factory data, which 
mentions a Solex carburettor, the actual 
carburettor on the car is a bronze 
Zenith, correct for this type of Bugatti. 

The two magnetos (twin ignition) are 
made by SEV and mounted in the 
middle of the dashboard as usual for this 
type of car.  
 
There are indications that the body may 
have been modified or replaced, the first 
one being, probably, a simple racing 
body lacking electrics and mudguards. 
The valances below the bonnet are in 
two pieces, where normally they would 
be in one piece, while the mudguards 
are slightly flared at the rear, which is 
unusual for 1925. All this possibly 
indicates a modified or new body made 
at the end of the 1920s.  
 
So far, it has not been possible to 
determine with certainty the identity of 
the Bugatti's owner in Ascona. However, 
the most likely candidate is Marco (Max) 
Schmuklerski, a Zurich-born architect of 
Polish descent. He is known to have 
stayed in Ascona from 17th July 1933 
until 25th August 1936 when he left and 
returned to Zurich. At Ascona he 
designed, among other buildings, the 
'Casa Bellaria' an apartment block that 
has only recently been demolished. If 
Marco Schmuklerski studied architecture 
at the famous Beaux Arts school in 
Paris, it is possible that he bought the 
Bugatti from Georges Nielly and brought 
it back to Switzerland but without paying 
any import duties. It is also possible that 
he acquired the car from a French 
tourist (or client) at Ascona. Whatever 
the case, the Bugatti has always been 
driven in Switzerland with its last French 
plates and import duties have never 
been paid. Nor has the car ever been 
registered with Swiss plates.  
 
The story going around Ascona is that 
Marco Schmuklerski left in 1936, leaving 
behind the Bugatti, which was stored in 
the yard of a local building contractor, 
Barra. Its owner at this time is not 
known, but the local customs officers 
knew of the car's existence and insisted 
on payment of the import duties owed. 



 

At that point these duties may have 
amounted to more than the value of the 
Bugatti, which was 11 years old and well 
used. In the case of non-payment of the 
duties, the car had to be destroyed and 
the simplest way to do so was to tip it 
into the nearby lake. To facilitate its 
recovery the Bugatti was attached to a 
heavy chain, but when this finally 
corroded away the car fell to the lakebed 
at a depth of 53 metres.  
 
It remained there, undiscovered, until 
18th August 1967 when diver Ugo Pillon 
located the mythical Bugatti, which was 
lying on its left side, partly buried in the 
mud. Pillon had been searching for it for 
some time and after its rediscovery the 
car became a popular target members 
of the local sub aqua club. On 12th July 
2009, after a 73-year sojourn in Lake 
Maggiore, the Bugatti was finally 
rescued from the lake by Jens Boerlin 
and his comrades from Ascona's sub 
aqua club. Local dignitaries and 
members of the Bugatti Club Suisse 
were in attendance, and the whole story 
was covered in a report by Renato de 
Lorenzi shown on Television Ticinese 
(RSI 1) on 23rd July 2009.  
 

 

 
The Bugatti was transferred by crane 
onto a trailer for inspection by the 
sizeable crowd of onlookers. Its long 
immersion in the lake had resulted in 
extensive deterioration, ferrous 
components being badly affected, 
particularly on the car's exposed right-
hand side. Other materials like wood, 
aluminium, brass, rubber, etc have 
survived in much better condition. It 
would, of course, be possible to restore 
the car, but it has been estimated that 
only some 20% of the original is 
reusable. Alternatively, a faithful replica 
could be created, using '2461' as a 
pattern, for approximately the same cost 
as a full restoration. Arguably, it would 
be more appropriate to preserve the 
Brescia in its current state for static 
display, but that is for the fortunate new 
owner to decide.  

 
 
 
 
 



 

A Model A Driving Challenge 
 
www.365daysofa.com 
 
This is the daily journal or blog of 
Jonathon Klinger and he is spending 
one full year driving a 1930 Model A as 
his daily driver so he can finally tell his 
grandpa he’s not so tough.   
 
Day 362 has been reached as of 
October 9th and “Remember it’s not the 
journey that matters, but the people that 
you meet along the way.” 
 

 
 
Tours, Parades and Events 
By Mike Breed 
 
Hi Folks, 
July 31st was one of the few nice 
summer evenings we had all month 
making the annual White Rock 
Torchlight Parade a big success. Our 
club had four cars in the parade, the 
Baldwins, Blairs, Bradys and Breeds. 
Thanks for your support. We all had fun. 
 

 
 

August 28th was another great day 
weatherwise for our club picnic. Thank 
you to all of you for your help and 
participation making for a wonderful day. 
Sixty people attended. Many of you went 
on the poker run which was won by Jim 
& Lily Wong who also won the Len 
Hazzard Memorial Trophy. 
Congratulations to the Wongs. 
 
On Sept 5th Fort Langley Agricultural 
Museum hosted their annual Old & New 
Days. Many Model A's were on site as 
well as the small Hit & Miss engine 
group. Thanks to all of you for making 
their day a success. 
 
Sept 10th was the Langley Cruise-In, 
1200 cars registered and over 100,000 
people attending. Also this day was the 
memorial service for Gordon Cyr, our 
sympathy goes out to Mary and family. 
On Sunday the 11th the Cruise-In 
hosted their swap meet at Kwantlen 
College. There were many vendors and 
a large crowd making it very successful. 
Also on the 11th was the Peace Arch 
Hospital Show & Shine. Fifty-five cars 
made it to this worthwhile day, helping to 
brighten the lives of the unfortunate folk 
confined to this facility. Langley 
Speedway also had their annual reunion 
day on the 11th. 
 

 
 
On the 17th of Sept our club hosted the 
Lion's Gate Club Swap Meet. There 
were at least a dozen vendors, all with 
lots of good quality merchandise making 



 

for a great meet. We will look forward to 
doing this again next year. 
 

 
 
On Oct 2nd, after breakfast in Walnut 
Grove we travelled over the Golden 
Ears Bridge and toured Westwood 
Plateau to Bunzen Lake then down to 
Ioco Ghost Town Days. Our Model A's 
were a big part of the event. We were 
able to show the old village off to the 
people and give them a run-down on the 
history of Ioco. Presently there are three 
houses under restoration and hopefully 
the heritage association and museum 
people will be able to restore the rest of 
the site. This would include tennis 
courts, lawn bowling, school, church, 
general store, community hall and 
several more homes. Our club has 
attended this event since 2003. We want 
to thank all the members over these 
years for participating and helping to 
make their goals happen.  
 
Again I thank you all for making these 
events work and don't forget October 
30th breakfast is at 8a.m. at Denny's in 
Walnut Grove followed by a short run 
and garage tour and ending up at Albert 
Anderson's Pumpkin Patch. Another 
worthwhile event coming up is the 
"Kruise For Kids" on November 6th from 
Guildford Mall to Langley. Bring a toy for 
the kids. The club Christmas party will 
be on Tuesday December 13th, place 
TBA.  
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Oct 30  Club Pumpkin run    
Nov  6  Kruise For Kids  
 
Needs and Leads 
Don’t forget to check out the needs and 
Leads on the website! 
 

 
 

Richard Gaska has New Model “A” 
Trunks for sale for the chrome luggage 
rack. 13”x34” base, 19” tall.  Complete 
with inside sliding tray, nickel plated 
hardware and leather handles. $450.00  

Larry McLeod is selling his 1930 Deluxe 
Model A Coupe. 604-535-0184 

Randy Hone is selling a 1930 Tudor 
Coach. 604-802-4572 

Gordon Hill is looking for a Canadian 
valve stem. 

Noel Cleveland is looking for any Model 
A accessories.  He is currently on the 
hunt for the original instructions for a 
Model A sportlight. 
 
Ken Baldwin has a lead on eight 29-31 
fenders. 
 
Buzz Brescoll of Bloomfield Hills, MI is 
selling his 1931 Model A Tudor Sedan.    
He is asking $10 000 or best offer and 
can be contacted at 248-388-0698 or 
BuzzBrescoll@gmail.com 
 



 

Kevin Penner is looking for original 
Champion 3X Canada Spark plugs 
,wheel stem hardware (Dill or Schrader) 
and other rare CDN parts, will pay top 
dollar, these are so hard to find.  Can 
also trade a few goodies.   
Kevin. ahoogakev@gmail.com or phone 
403-248-8575 collect. 
 
Generators:  Re-built 1928 Powerhouse 
Style Model A Ford Generators for sale 
on an exchange or core charge basis.  
(Dependent upon  our inventory) 5 and 
3 brush, side and top mount, Cdn. and 
US style models. All units have been 
completely disassembled and rebuilt as 
required. All previously used armatures 
have been growler tested, and after re-
assembly each generator has 
been tested for maximum amperage 
output before being pre-set to a 6 to 8 
amp operating range. Generator cutout 
is not included. Prices: $ 235.00 per unit 
w/ used field coils and $ 285.00 per unit 
w/ new field coils. All pricing based on 
location – Calgary, Alberta, Canada. 
Terms – Cash or Money order 
accompanying the trade-in unit. A core 
charge option may be available should 
you not have a trade-in unit, please 
contact us for details. Cores must 
include a reusable armature. USA or 
Cdn. funds accepted at par. All incoming 
units must be shipped pre-paid and all 
outgoing units will be shipped COD 
via the same carrier. Purchaser is 
responsible for all shipping and handling 
costs, including insurance. To preclude 
the shipping of incorrect types, all 
units shipped will be of the same type 
and or model as the trade-in 
received unless the buyer specifically 
arranges otherwise in advance.  
Arrangements can also be made for 
local pick up. Contact – Dan  
Adams (403-238-9616) or Murray 
Walkemeyer at (403-809-5277) for 
further details and availability.  
 
PMAC will have new baseball caps with 
the club logo for $18.00 and Model A 

restoration tip videos for sale too.  Just 
ask Noel, our overworked Librarian! 
 
Supply List of Trip Spare 
Parts 
This is a suggestion of parts you should 
have in your Model A 
 
Water pump 

·  Gasket 
·  Fan  
·  Fan belt 
·  Nut and key 
·  Grease gun 
·  Packing 

Generator 
·  Cut-out 
·  ½ inch long extension 
·  ½ inch ratchet 
·  ¾ inch socket 
·  ¾ inch box wrench 

Distributor 
·  Extra condenser and points 
·  Distributor cover 
·  Fuses 

Coil 
·  Coil wire 

Spark plugs 
·  Plug wires 

 
Front wheel bearings and races 

·  Drift knockout 
·  Hammer 
·  Wheel bearing grease 

Rear hub puller 
Rear axle seal 

·  600W axle grease 
·  axle key 

Spare tube 
·  Patching kit 
·  Tire irons 

Carburetor 
·  Gasket 

Air filter 
Gas line 
Timing gear 

·  Gaskets complete 
·  Gasket cement 

Lube oil 



 

·  9/16 inch socket 
·  3/8 inch ratchet 

Bendix Spring and bolts 
·  3/8 extension and socket 

Light bulbs 
Tow rope 
Flares 
Fire extinguisher 
Flashlight 
Siphon hose 
Ammeter 
Electrical tape 
Extra nuts and bolts 
Oil can 
Spare ignition parts and key switch 
Crank 
Jack 
 

Garage Tours 

By Colin Blair and Ken Baldwin 
 
You may have wondered how our club  
car came to be in our possession.  
Originally the car was in the 
Transportation Museum in Cloverdale.  
The club members were very fortunate 
to be in good standing with the curator, 
Jim Winters, who negotiated for us to 
use the building and equipment for our 
seminars and workshops with no 
stipend, in return for our obligation to 
keep and maintain in good repair the 
Model ‘A’ trucks and cars in the 
museum.  This symbiotic relationship 
worked very well at that time with the 
museum supplying the parts and the 
club members lending their expertise 
and labour to the maintenance of these 
vehicles.  From time to time, we would 
also help out doing odd jobs on other 
makes of cars and trucks for the 
museum as well.   
 

 
 
Then the N.D.P. party, who was the 
provincial government at that time, 
decided they would no longer support a 
Transportation Museum and an open 
public auction was held, with no 
reserved bidding, in order to sell off the 
cars, trucks, equipment and supplies.  At 
that time Jim Winters negotiated with the 
government the removal of certain 
vehicles to other museums.  
Subsequently the 1910 Studebaker was 
relocated to another museum in 
Cloverdale on Pacific Highway (with a  
possible later move to the Stewart 
Farmhouse property), arrangements 
were made to have the Rolls Royce that 
once belonged to singer John Lennon 
moved to the provincial museum in 
Victoria, and three other vehicles were 
moved to smaller museums within the 
province. 
At that time Jim Winters broached the 
subject of the Pacific Model ‘A’ Club’s 
commitment to the Transportation 
Museum within the government, with 
regards to honouring our contribution to 
its maintenance.  In addition to certain 
tools and equipment that was given to 
the club, it was decided during those 
negotiations that the 1928 Model ‘A’ two 
door (that we now refer to as the “club 
car”) would be registered , by special 
registration to the Pacific Model ‘A” Club 
with the stipulation that this registration 
would only be maintained as long as the 
club is in existence;  in the event of the 
dissolution of the club the car would be 
reassigned to the provincial museum in 
Victoria.  Therefore, the club car cannot 



 

be sold as we have possession but not 
ownership. 
 
In order for the car to into the 
possession of the club membership, 
three stipulations were set out by the 
provincial government.  The first being 
that the car was to be made available so 
the public of B.C.  could view it from 
time to time on tours, parades, etc.  The 
second stipulation was that the club was 
to be responsible for keeping the car in 
the state which it was given to us:  if at 
any time it needs to be reverted back 
into the possession of the government it 
is expected that it will be in the same 
condition as what it was when we got it.  
Third, the club is responsible for all 
costs with regards to maintaining this 
vehicle including the license and 
insurance.  The agreement to these 
stipulations was signed at that time by 
the then current President (Barry 
Leinback), Vice President (Tom Yule) 
and Technical Director (Ken Baldwin) on 
behalf of the club membership.  
Hopefully this documentation of the 
chronology of events that led to the 
Pacific Model ‘A’ Club being in 
possession of the “club car” will make it 
clearer to our members the status of this 
car with regards to its disposition. 
 



 

For the Funny Bone 
  
Two Men from Saskatoon… 
 
Two men were sitting next to each other at a bar. 
After awhile, one guy looks at the other and 
 says,  
'I can't help but think, from listening to you, that  
you're from Saskatchewan ...' 
 
The other guy responds proudly, 'Yes, that I am!' 
 
The first guy says, 'So  am I! And where about  
from Saskatchewan might you be'? 
 
The other guy answers, 'I'm from Saskatoon , I  am.' 
 
The first guy responds, 'So am I!' 
 
'Sure and begorra. And what street did you live  
on in Saskatoon? 
 
The other guy says, 'A lovely little area it was.  
I lived on McCleary Street in the old central part of town.' 
 
The first guy says, 'Faith and it's a small world. So did I!  
So did I!  And to what school would you have been  
going'? 
 
The other guy answers, 'Well now, I went to St. Mary's,  
of course.' 
 
The first guy gets really excited and says, 'And so did I.  
Tell me, what year did you graduate'? 
 
The other guy answers, 'Well, now, let's see.  I  
graduated in 1964.' 
 
The first guy exclaims, 'The Good Lord must be  
smiling down upon us!  I can hardly believe our good luck at  
winding up in the same bar tonight. Can you believe it?  
 I graduated from St. Mary's in 1964 my own self!' 
 
About this time, Vicky walks into the bar, sits down  
and orders a  beer. 
 
Brian, the bartender, walks over to Vicky,  
shaking his head and mutters, 'It's going to 
be a long night tonight.' 
 
Vicky asks, 'Why do you say that, Brian'? 
 
'The Murphy twins are  drunk again.'  



 

   
 


